
                                                         

 

 

Ride or ramble through Daventry’s medieval open fields 
  

This guide takes you on a history walk around Daventrys Country Park and canal and 
railway system.   All of which were once the medieval north field of the town that would 
then have been divided into areas of strip farming now seen as ridge and furrow.  The 
guide has been separated into two sections, that can be walked or ridden on a cycle, 
either together or as separate routes.  The Country Park car park is at the centre and 
the guide starts there but, you can start anywhere on either route.  Both the routes are of 

approximately 21/2 miles each.  All the paths are shared cycle/footpaths so please take 

care and respect other users.      
 

The museum has other guides you can download from its website or collect on a visit to 
the museum, they cover the history of the town and Borough Hill, as well as the views from 
Borough Hill, see the link at the end of this guide. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
You are in Daventry Country Park formed around the Daventry Reservoir which opened in 
1804 as extra capacity to provide water to the Grand Junction Canal in anticipation of the 
branch to Northampton being opened and its extension past Blisworth.  We will see an 
earlier reservoir later. 
   
The dam is made of earth and would have been built by hand.  It dams the shared valley 
of the Daventry North and South Brooks. 
 
As you walk along, to your left is Monksmoor housing estate.  Pre-building excavations 
show some of it is built over an Iron age settlement and elsewhere a Roman field system.  
At the far end surveys have also found earthworks that are some of the outer defences of 
the Borough Hill Iron Age hill fort.   

 
On the far edge of the housing is where Major General Lord Chesham 
fell from his horse and was killed whilst riding with the Pytchely Hunt.  
Possibly when attempting to jump the outflow stream.  A memorial 
was placed there in remembrance but was later moved in the 1960’s’ 
by the farmer to behind a gateway at Station Road, Welton. 
 
 
 
 

To your right over the water you can see the spire of Holy Cross Church and alongside it 
but six and a half miles away, the Charwelton Microwave Tower.  Ahead of you rises 
Borough Hill which has remains of human activity dating from the Neolithic (4500 to 8000 
years ago) to now.  
 

Follow the signs to the café and go along the dam.  We’ll come back to the café at half 
way so you could stop for a cuppa now or wait and return for something a bit later. 
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As you walk to the end of the dam you will see a concrete 
structure as you pass over the wooden bridge.  This is the 
line of the original feeder stream from the reservoir to the 
Grand Junction Canal; the reason for the reservoir being 
built.  You can see the original channels and the canal in the 
distance.  To your right is the current feeder system shown 
in the photograph.  As you can see the water level now is 
lower now than when the dam was first built, earth dams 
were all reassessed for safety some years ago and many 
had their water level lowered. 

 
 
 
 

Continuing you will notice the big trees, a few of which will date back to when the reservoir 
was built following an Act of Parliament of 1793.   To the left of the path you will also see 
the original bank where there was erosion by the higher water level of the reservoir. 
 
In the fields to the left was the original Daventry rubbish tip. Probably set up as a result of 
the 1875 Public Health Act requiring all households to have removable rubbish bins.  
Before that refuse would be thrown into the streets of the town or buried in back plots. 
 
As you carry on you see the field boundary hedges which date from the Daventry 
Enclosure Act 1802.  Before that, the land underneath and around the reservoir would 
have been part of the Daventry North Field which was part of the of the open field system, 
more on this later. 
 
The course of the Long Buckby Road, which is to your left, probably also dates to 
enclosure. 
 
The reservoir itself has filled up behind the dam into the valley formed by the combined 
North and South brooks of the town. 
 
On the right, somewhere under the water, is thought to be the 
site of Daventry’s watermill. Further on you will pass the 
recently built grit trap and then reach the modern course of the 
South Brook emerging from its culvert as you go by the 
underpass.  This used to run through and drain the medieval 
fishponds which now form the Fishponds Park. The course of 
the brook has been changed since medieval times and the bed 
of one previous course can be seen behind the current brook. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

To your left you can see the canal bridge that was to have taken the Northern Way road 
over a proposed spur to the canal at Welton.  This spur was part of the original 1793 plans 
for the canal but was never built. 
 
 

Carry straight on and then follow the gravel path to your right. 

You will now follow the path round for just over half a mile 
 

Outlet weir 
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These cross the North Brook (sometimes called the Pickle 
Brook).   Land on both sides of the path was the site of the 
Daventry Sewage Treatment works so are not the original 
courses of these either.  The work to provide sewers started 
in 1873 probably as a result of the Public Health Act 1848.  
The brooks carried the treated effluent away into the 
reservoir much as they had previously carried run off from 
the town.  The reservoir probably didn’t smell great at that 
time. On the second bridge you can see some of the 
remains of the effluent handling system.  There are other 
remains of the works in the wood. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This is part of the 1895 extension of the Daventry to Weedon 
railway line which runs on to Leamington Spa.  The Weedon to 
Daventry section of the line was opened in 1888 and it was then 
extended to Marton from Daventry in 1895.  The line closed to 
passenger traffic in 1958 and the remaining goods service 
closed in 1963.   
Through the bridge and to the left on the far side of the 
embankment is the site of the Smallpox isolation hospital.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
As you pass by the hedge line across the field to your right (again planted at the time of 
enclosure in 1802) you will see the land rises quite steeply.   This is a headland where 
oxen drawn ploughs were turned on the medieval ridge and furrow of the North Field.   
This and the other open fields would have provided most of Daventrys food for 650 years.  
If you carry on a short way and the grass is short you can sometimes see the ridges and 
furrows running north/south and a second lesser headland where an east/west furrows 
meet the one you are on. 
 
On the left you will see what were water meadows (if it is wet when you visit this will be 
marshy). These would either have been common grazing or used to grow hay for winter 
fodder. 
 
 
 

Go straight on through the kissing gate (it can be a bit tight for bikes) and turn left 
and follow the path, take care on the board walk it can be slippery when wet. Then 
follow the path   

Carry on over the two wooden bridges 

When you come to the scout hut on your left carry straight on and go through the 
kissing gate to the meadows. Carry on until you see the old bridge over the railway line 
on your left.   

Follow the meadow path around to you right. 
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As you walk along look out for the old “higher water level” bank on your left.  Several small 
streams flow into the reservoir along this stretch 

 
 
 
 

On your right you can see the reservoir cottage which is where the 
keeper lived.  This continued to be occupied as a house until the 
1960s but it never had mains drainage, water, electricity or gas 
connected when it was occupied. Very basic living conditions!  This 
is now the cafe if you want a drink. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monksmoor estate on the right side of the road is named after the farm that stood on the 
site until recently and Lang Farm on the left similarly named after the farm on this side. 
 
As you enter the green space on your right is a wood that is protected for wildlife. 
 

 
Ahead of you are the remains of the Tunnel Keepers house 
and outbuildings built over the tunnel itself.  The tunnel 
keeper and his family would have lived here and looked 
after the tunnel.  The wharf for unloading goods was by the bridge you came by on the 
way here.   
 
!These remains are often covered by undergrowth but do not try to find them or you 
may fall off the edge of the tunnel parapet! 
 

 

Carry on around to your right 

You can break the walk here and either carry on to the next section or if you’re 
accompanied by little legs, why not come back and complete it another day. 
 

Cross over to the footpath alongside the wood until you 
get to a gate and gap in the hedge on your right. Find 
the concrete path on the other side of the hedge and 
follow it to the left as it curves round but take care if it 
is damp as it can be slippery. 

Carry straight on and go down the slippery slope to the canal itself.  If on a bicycle do 
not ride down unless you want a swim. 

Leave the country park by the cycle way and carry on right up Welton Lane, cross the 
entrance road to Monksmoor then turn left across Welton Lane to the cycle way after 
the traffic island and turn right along it.  Forward on the cycle/foot path alongside the 
road until you turn left onto the green space.   If you have the time stay on Welton Lane 
to the bridge and you will be able to see the entrance to Braunston tunnel on your left, 
then retrace. 
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Walk along the towpath to the curve in the distance and look back to look down the whole 
tunnel to see the light at the end of the tunnel in Braunston.  As you look down it you may 
see that it is slightly ‘S’ shaped where it had to be diverted to avoid quick sands. 
 

It is just over a mile long at 2,042 yards (1,867 m) in 
length and is 4.8m wide by 3.76m high and it was of 
course dug by hand with shovel and pickaxe.  This was 
started by digging shafts down to the level of the canal 
bed and tunnelling out from these on either side.  The 
shafts later became ventilators. We will see one later. 

The tunnel was opened in 1796 and all but about 20 
yards, at the Braunston end, is in Daventry parish. So, 
it is really Daventry tunnel!   It is fed by the Drayton 
Reservoir which we visit later. If you walk down the tow 
path towards the Welton Road bridge you will see 
where the water enters the canal. 

Originally the barges were “walked” through the tunnel 
by two men at either end of a plank placed sideways 
across the barge.  These men might be hired just to do 
that whilst the professional crew took care of walking 
the horse over the top and steering through the tunnel.  
The tunnel is wide enough for two boats to pass but 
the planks must have had to be removed and refitted 
to allow this.   

 

Later professional 
crews became too expensive for barge owners and families 
took over, often mother, father and several children lived 
aboard.  At about this time a steam tug took over from the 
leggers.   

 
 

 
The area you are now in helps to handle surface water 
from the housing and is a protection area should the dam 
on Drayton Reservoir burst.  Further on, on your right you 
will see a round tower.  This is one of three ventilation 
shafts for the Braunston Canal tunnel directly underneath 
and would have been one of the excavation points.  
Excavated earth would have been spread around the 
base. 
 

 

Retrace your steps and return to the path, turn right and walk along. 

Carry on up the metaled path and go through the squeeze gate.  Then cross the road 
at the crossing points and once crossed turn left down the cycle/pedestrian path.  Take 
Care the A361 is a busy road 

Canals and Rivers Trust 
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You are now riding or walking alongside the Drayton Reservoir which opened in 1796 as 
the first reservoir built the Grand Junction Canal for the new length of the canal and tunnel 
from Braunston to Blisworth.  The water from it is fed underground to the canal and comes 
out in the trees at the Welton end of the tunnel.  The canal building was stopped at 
Blisworth for some time as the tunnel there kept collapsing.   
 
 
 
As you reach the end of the dam look to the far end.  
For many years this was a bathing place for the town. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You will be able to see the reservoir to the left. 
 
You have been past the Sailing Club, originally Rugby Sailing Club, that has been at the 
reservoir since the end of the second world war.  
 

 
You can carry straight over the road on the cycle path to take you to the top of the viaduct.  
 
 
Or turn left and go down the old railway line to the base of the viaduct 
 

The large Daventry viaduct is where the 
Middlemoor Farm track crossed the 
Weedon/Leamington railway line.  The viaduct is 
brick built and some of the bricks are stamped with 
the brickworks name.  It was completed as part of 
the 1895 extension works.  
 
As you ride or walk down the railway path and you 
will see some of the original brick bridge abutments 
as you go under or over the modern bridges.  

Carry on along the path and then turn left onto this gravel path.  Then 

follow it round keeping right until you reach the road.    
 

Carry on and you will have the railway embankment on your left and eventually emerge through a 
squeeze onto the road.   

Retrace your track, cross the road and carry on through the yellow 
bollards down the path and cycle way towards Daventry.  (Though 
you might want to follow the track down to the canal at Braunston). 
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There is nothing more to see on your return to the Country Park but there is if you go to 
the Town Centre……….. 
 
The park to your right was once the ornamental garden and grounds to a big house 
“Daneholme” after which the park is now named. 
 
 
 
 

At the top of the hill on your left is the Old Mill House possibly once the site of Daventry’s 
last windmill.  Or the house of the miller who looked after the water mill. 
 
As you go down the hill on the other side you will see a park under which runs the 
culverted North Brook (and was once the Grammar Schools playing fields). The culvert is 
only a few inches below the surface and can be seen in dry weather when the ground 
cracks. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You have passed under the Eastern Way which was part of the inner road system built in 
the 1960’s as part of Daventrys expansion as an overspill town for Birmingham.  The 
undercroft car park to your left was once “The Lodge”, home to Lt. Col. Edmund Burton, 
Town Clerk and Clerk to several Commissioners, local Solicitor and the “Burton” of the 
Burton Memorial and later the Working Men’s Club. 
 
We hope you enjoyed this trip through the history of Daventry and that you will visit the 
museum when it is open or our online guides and experiences. 
 
The Town Council Offices and Museum, 3 New Street, Daventry, Northamptonshire 
NN11 4BT   01327 301246 

http://daventrymuseum.org.uk/ 
 
 

Carry straight on the road or path and over the traffic island. 

At the sharp corner turn right onto the cycle track and through the underpass to the 
town centre. 
 

At the wooden “hump backed” bridge turn left to return to the Country Park or turn right 
to return to the Town centre. 

http://daventrymuseum.org.uk/

